Beware small dams as well as large
Artificial barriers across rivers can reduce freshwater biodiversity by fragmenting habitats. According to Günther Grill and colleagues, dam construction has disrupted twothirds of large rivers worldwide (Nature 569, 215-221; 2019) . We have found that many more rivers have been disrupted by hundreds of thousands of smaller artificial structures such as weirs, ramps, culverts and fords.
With the help of volunteers, we discovered 23,618 artificial barriers to free-flowing rivers in Great Britain (J. Jones et al. Sci. Tot. Environ. 673, 756-762; 2019) . Across Europe as a whole, we have so far recorded more than 415,000 barriers, 85% of which are small structures (see go.nature.com/2kc1orn). Many of those we surveyed are no longer in use and so could be removed.
Essentially uninterrupted rivers do still exist in Europe -in the Balkans, for example -so it is important to safeguard their biodiversity by keeping them free of barriers large and small. 
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Forests: incentives for regeneration
In our view, it is unrealistic to expect countries to achieve forest-restoration targets by prioritizing natural forest regeneration over tree plantations in all cases (S. L. Lewis et al. Nature 568, 25-28; 2019) .
Monoculture or mixed-species tree plantations could be better alternatives in highly degraded areas that are distant from native seed sources. Financial compensation for landowners who conserve carbon, water or biodiversity in regenerating forests might not match incomes from agriculture or commercial forestry. And the global demand for wood fuel and fibre means that these are increasingly sourced from tree plantations. 
